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Salaries
approved
By LAUREL WILSON
news@chherald.com

BEN SEVERANCE/HERALD

Elizabethtown grad student Courtney Williamson, left, spots Louisville senior Aaron Ray at the newly renovated Preston Center on
Wednesday. The 15,000-square-foot addition ﬁrst opened on Jan. 4 and is now open daily from 6 a.m. to 11 p.m.

Running room
Students enjoy more opportunities in Preston addition
By LINDSAY KRIZ & MANDY SIMPSON | news@chherald.com
Lexington senior
14,000 square feet of
Katie Travis felt respace added to Preslieved when the Preston during a renovaton Center’s sparkling
tion that included
new and significantly
$750,000 in new
more spacious fitness
machinery, said John
center opened this
Osborne, vice presiwinter. The muscled
dent of Campus Sermen pumping iron
vices and Facilities.
in the weight center
Among the new
were no longer loattractions are percated directly behind WKUHERALD.COM sonalized televisions
the largely femalefor each machine.
dominated
cardio
Bikes, treadmills and
machines.
ellipticals now have
But the renovation caused a screens with different options. Stuslight inconvenience for some of dents can choose to monitor their
those men, including Lexington ju- progress on-screen or watch cable
nior Sheridan Sims.
television channels.
“You have to walk so much
There’s also an iPod plug atfurther to see what girls are in the tached to each machine so students
gym,” he said, smiling.
can listen to music or watch videos
Other than Sims’ quip, the new on the screen as their iPods charge.
fitness center has received rave reMinor renovations are still unviews from the almost 8,000 people derway, and will be complete by
who have visited Preston in Janu- mid-February, but every part of
ary, said Todd Misener, assistant the building is now accessible to
director of the Health and Fitness faculty and students, Preston projLab. That’s about 2,400 more peo- ect manager Kerra Ogden said.
ple than this time last year.
The new wing is part of the SEE PRESTON, PAGE 3

Multimedia
on Preston
online at

BY THE NUMBERS

7,916
Number of January
visitors to the Preston
Center (as of Jan. 26),
which is about 2,400
more than this time
last year.

750,000
Amount in dollars
spent on new exercise machines for the
new ﬁtness center in
Preston.

14,000
Square feet added
to Preston during the
renovation.

After being put on hold
for a few months, a top
Western administrator got
word this week that a pay
raise was coming his way.
At Wednesday’s Board of
KAHLER
Regents meeting, the board
approved a pay raise for
Dean Kahler, vice president
for Enrollment Management. The regents also approved an amended contract
for Athletics Director Wood
Selig.
Decisions about pay
raises for Kahler and Selig were postponed at the SELIG
board’s October meeting.
At that meeting, Kahler’s
raise was proposed at about
$19,000, and Selig’s was
about $34,000.
On Wednesday, Kahler’s
approved raise was about
$9,200. After the raise was
postponed in October, administrators decided to
phase in Kahler’s raise and TAGGART
ask the board for half of it in
January and the other half
at a later date — likely July — said Deborah
Wilkins, chief of staff and general counsel.
SEE SALARIES, PAGE 5

Western rakes in
record donations
By LAUREL WILSON
news@chherald.com

A record-breaking semester has brought
Western even closer to its fundraising goal.
In the past six months, the university has
had more cash donations than in any other
six months in its history, said Tom Hiles, vice
president for Institutional Advancement.
From July to December 2009, $12.5 million was raised, which is 70 percent more
than the previous year, Hiles said.
In total, $156 million has been raised for
the New Century of Spirit campaign that
started in September 2007, and Hiles said
he’s confident that the goal of reaching $200
million by June 2012 will be achieved.
Gifts made can go to any number of places in the university, including specific departments or programs, scholarships, professorships, athletics or construction projects, said
Donald Smith, assistant vice president for the
Alumni Association.
SEE RECORD, PAGE 5

Housing program offers
students more choice
By TESSA DUVALL
news@chherald.com

Students living on campus will soon have more
control in choosing their
home away from home,
thanks to a new system being implemented by Housing and Residence Life.
Kit Tolbert, director of
Housing Operations, said
this new system, which
will be available from Feb.
16 until March 19, allows
students to choose their
exact room and then assign

FRI. 31˚/ 23˚

themselves to it.
can search elsewhere, TolHRL Director Brian bert said.
Kuster said students will
After the assignment is
also have the ability to made, students have until
select their roommate by the end of the timeframe
exchanging individualized in March to make changes
passwords and entering concerning the dorm, spethem into the system.
cific room and roommate,
As in previous years, she said.
this system will be availStudents can view the
able on TopNet. Once availability of rooms in
logged in, students will each dorm, whereas before
see a new link called ‘My they could only request
Housing.’ From there, they their top six dorm choices,
CHRIS WILSON/HERALD
can “squat” by staying in Tolbert said.
Owensboro sophomore Lauren Coomes reads in her room in Bemis Lawrence Hall for class
the same room they curThursday after one of her morning classes. She and her roommate have applied for a room
rently reside in, or they SEE CHOICE, PAGE 3
change to move to Southwest Hall.
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CORRECTION
Due to a Herald error,
Aaron Pawley’s position
was incorrectly identiﬁed
in an online article about
the Student Government Association posted
Tuesday.
Pawley resigned as Director
of Academic and Student
Affairs.
The Herald regrets the error.

CRIME REPORTS
Arrests
■ Matthew Taggart, McCormack Hall, was arrested
on Jan. 27 and charged
with alcohol intoxication.
He was released after ﬁve
hours on time served.
■ Michael Taggart, Southwest Hall, was arrested on
Jan. 27 for alcohol intoxication. He was released after
ﬁve hours on time served.
■ Dejontae Copeland, McCormack Hall, was arrested
on Jan. 26 and charged
with public intoxication,
possession of marijuana,
drug paraphernalia and a
controlled substance. He
has since been released on
a court order.

More reports listed on
wkuherald.com.
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friday
Nature Watch Weekend with the
Sandhill Cranes
9 a.m. at the Barren River Lake State
Resort Park, 1149 State Park Road
Limber for Life Exercise Class
9 a.m. to 10 a.m. at the Health &
Wellness Center in Greenwood Mall, 2625
Scottsville Road
Red Cross Blood Drive
10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Red Cross,
430 Center St.

Wine tasting
4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at all Chuck’s Liquor
locations: 3513 Louisville Road, 386 Three
Springs Road, 575 Veterans Memorial
Blvd., 1640 Scottsville Road Suite
The Outsiders
8 p.m. at the
Public Theatre
of Kentucky, 545
Morris Alley

saturday
Hot Yoga Flow Class
8:45 a.m. at 730 Fairview Avenue, Suite C2
Nature Watch Weekend with the
Sandhill Cranes
9 a.m. at the Barren River Lake State
Resort Park, 1149 State Park Road
Western men’s basketball game
3 p.m. at Diddle Arena
Disney in Concert - Magical Music from
the Movies
3:30 p.m. at the Bowling Green Chamber
Orchestra, 1046 Elm St.
The Outsiders
8 p.m. at the Public Theatre of Kentucky,
545 Morris Alley

The Herald publishes a weekend
calendar every Friday. Send your
post request by noon Thursday
to calendar@chherald.com.

Wine tasting
4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at
all Chuck’s Liquor
locations: 3513
Louisville Road,
386 Three Springs
Road, 575 Veterans
Memorial Blvd.,
1640 Scottsville
Road Suite
Old Time Music Jam
7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at Greener Groundz
Coffee & Café, 871 Broadway Ave.
Western swimming & diving meet
1 p.m. at the Preston Center

sunday
Western women’s basketball game
1 p.m. at Diddle Arena
The Outsiders
3 p.m. at the Public Theatre of Kentucky,

BG
WKND

545 Morris Alley
Kentucky Blues Jam
6 p.m. to 10 p.m. at WhaBah Steakhouse
Saloon, 2361 Russellville Road
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Fill in the grid so that every column and every 3x3 box
contains the digits 1-9 with no repeats. Solutions, tips
and computer program at www.sudoku.com.
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Regents approve
ASL certiﬁcate
By SHAKIA HARRIS
news@chherald.com

There’s always a waiting
list for students who want
to get into sign language
classes, assistant professor
Ashley Chance said.
But a new certificate
program could help address
that need.
An American Sign
Language
Studies
undergraduate certificate
program was approved
by the Board of Regents
Wednesday.
The certificate program
will
be
implemented
this fall through the
Communication Disorders
department in the College
of Health and Human
Services, Chance said.
She said she hopes to
have groups of 20 to 25
students registered in the
program.
Five new courses will
help establish the 12hour certificate program,
including Finger Spelling,
Profession Ethics and
Issues and Deaf Culture
and History, according
to the Board of Regents
agenda.
Students can receive
academic credit for their
completed
coursework,
but the certificate program
will not qualify a student

CHOICE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

She said that in the past,
HRL tried to honor as many
requests as possible, but the
new system allows students
to take a larger role in their
room assignments.
“My biggest motivation
was putting control back
with the students,” Tolbert
said.
HRL decided to bring
this system to Western after
seeing it implemented successfully at other schools,

to be a licensed interpreter,
according to the agenda.
Peggy
Wallace,
captionist for Student
Disability Services, teaches
one of the ASL courses and
said she emphasizes the
cultural aspects of deaf and
hard of hearing individuals
in addition to teaching the
language.
“I don’t think you could
use a language without the
knowledge of the culture,”
Wallace said. “It’s very
important to learning and
using it.”
Chance said current ASL
courses require students to
interact with native signers
and participate in cultural
activities.
One such activity is
SignFest, an annual event
sponsored by the Barren
River Resource Center
of the Deaf and Hard of
Hearing, she said.
SignFest will take
place
this
spring.
The
Communication
Disorders department also
participates in the Bowling
Green
International
Festival, which takes place
in the fall semester.
With the certificate
students
can
show
employers or institutions
proof that they have
studied the subject in depth
and use that experience to

Tolbert said.
Nicholas
Holladay,
residence hall director for
Southwest Hall, said Western’s system is a modified
version of the system at the
University of Alabama.
Holladay, who visited
the University of Alabama,
saw testimonials from students and housing staff
who liked using the assignment system.
The system will be
available to returning
students only. Incoming
freshmen are still assigned
to their rooms by HRL,
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Walk in’s Welcome or Call -*+#,'++
to speak with Krystal and Erica
our Cosmotologists for an Appointment

I don’t think
you could use
a language
without the
knowledge of
the culture. It’s
very important
to learning and
using it."
—PEGGY WALLACE
Student Disability Services
captionist

continue to a deeper level
of study, Chance said.
Current faculty will
teach ASL courses, but
Western may recruit new
faculty in the future, she
said.
Wallace said she would
like to see the certificate
program expand to a major
undergraduate
degree
program at Western.
“I’m very excited,” she
said. “I would like to see
the ASL students and the
deaf community working
together for the benefit of
all.”

Tolbert said.
Because this is the first
time the system is being
used, Kuster said he expects some glitches.
However, he said he
hopes to expand the system in future years, potentially adding floor plans of
the dorms for students to
see online.
HRL will contact students via e-mail with further instructions. HRL also
has accounts on Twitter
and Facebook, which students can check for updates, Tolbert said.
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MonthLY
UNLIMITED
TANNING FOR

$29.95
Open this Sat. from 11-3pm
Sun from 4-8 pm

Located On Campus in Bate’s Runner Dorm!

PRESTON
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

“Students have three times the space
they previously had,” Ogden said. “It’s
a state-of-the-art facility, and I believe
more people will want to use it now.”
Travis, who is also a Preston desk
assistant, said the crowd was the biggest
she’d seen in her two and a half years
working there.
On the list of reasons for visiting
Preston, checking out the renovations
ranked with New Year’s resolutions and
spring-break preparation, she said.
“We were swamped,” Travis said.
“You literally had to wait on cardio.”
Despite that delay on Monday, the new
fitness center has largely alleviated student
waits and scheduling conflicts, she said.
The previous fitness center closed
periodically throughout the day for
university gym classes, hindering
students from working out in their free
time, said Nashville sophomore Brandi
Warden, a Preston student employee.
But the new fitness center will allow
students to work out anytime from open
to close.
Nashville senior Audrey Bateman,
who formerly attended the University
of Tennessee, said she was disappointed
with Preston’s claustrophobic facilities

3

What else is new?
■ Owensboro Campus
Western's new regional campus
building in Owensboro is 31,000
square feet and includes 17 classrooms, a campus bookstore, offices,
and a 28-station computer lab. The
building was funded by Daviess
County and is leased by Western.
■ Science and Technology Hall
Students may ﬁnd themselves taking math and engineering courses
in the newly-renovated Science and
Technology Hall. The building, which
was built in the 1920s, was last
renovated in the 1970s, according to
STH project manager Ben Johnson.
when she arrived at Western.
She was even more let down when her
classes conflicted with the former fitness
center’s hours, allowing her to visit Preston
fewer than five times last semester.
But the renovation will allow Bateman
to work out four or five times a week in
facilities that compare to those in larger
universities, she said.
“It’s so much better,” she said.
“There’s more encouragement to come
and work out in here.”

WKUHERALD.COM
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STAFF EDITORIAL

Eyes on the road

OTTOMS

Banning texting while driving a good start to end distractions
TOPS to the opening of
the new weight room
at Preston Center.

THE ISSUE:The Kentucky House
Transportation Committee passed a
bill on Tuesday banning drivers from
texting while behind the wheel and any
cell phone use for drivers under 18.
OUR VIEW: Passing a bill is a good
step in the right direction, but it’s up to
drivers to not text while driving.
Texting and driving. A lot of people do it but don't realize the problems it could cause.
House Bill 43 passed through
committee and seems to be on its
way to preventing drivers from texting and driving. Starting in 2011,
violating the bill could result in a
fine between $20 and $100.
Law enforcement agents are exempted from the ban, and motorists
may still check their phones for global positioning-related applications.
The huge problem with this bill is
how it will be enforced properly and
objectively.
If a motorist is in an accident because texting distracted them, then
the chances of them admitting to the
police that they were indeed texting
is slim.
A mistake like that would put
someone in an embarrassing situation, because they would have to tell
their friends not only about receiving a ticket but also about how their
ticket was for something as simple as
texting.
The probability of someone getting pulled over for texting also
raises the question of invasion of privacy. Would police be able to look
through a driver's phone to prove he
or she was texting? The driver could
just delete their texts before police
came to the window anyway.
Objectivity on behalf of law enforcement is necessary as well. Police
might target a specific age group, especially the young generation, when
prosecuting texting drivers. Texting
is associated with teens and young
adults — not the average middleaged American — so police might

BOTTOMS to the
swarm of people
crowding the new
weight room in useless attempts to fulfill
New Year’s resolutions.

TOPS to the WKU Debit
Card for allowing
students to access
residual money quickly.

BOTTOMS to losing
your WKU Debit Card
and having to pay for a
new one.

TOPS to the potential
of accumulating snow
on Friday — perfect for
sled rides down the Hill.
be on their guard waiting to capture
unsuspecting new high school drivers and college kids.
The texting bill can be compared
to the Kentucky Seat Belt Law
which went into effect in 2006. The
“Click it or Ticket” campaign cost
a pretty penny in the state budget.
The state will also have to put money into promoting the texting ban so
residents will be more aware of the
new law.
Texting isn’t the only distraction
posed to drivers. There are those who

put on make-up at stoplights, hold
their dog in their laps and eat their
greasy hamburgers. American drivers already have a bad reputation, so
getting fined for texting while driving would remove on of those distractions.
So get ready, Western drivers.
Being fined for texting and driving
might be an empty threat— or not.
This editorial represents the majority
opinion of the Herald’s 11-member editorial board.

BOTTOMS to walking
up the Hill in the snow
and risking an embarrassing faceplant.

hot
TOPIC
Be sure to check the
Herald's Facebook fan
page for new topics of
discussion each week.
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The Herald encourages
readers to write letters
and commentaries on
topics of public interest.
Here are a few guidelines:
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1. Letters should not exceed
250 words, and commentaries should be about 500
words.
2. Originality counts. Please
don't submit plagiarized
work.

3. For veriﬁcation, letters
and commentaries MUST
include your name, phone
number, home town and
classiﬁcation or title.
4. Letters may not run in
every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the
right to edit all letters for
style, grammar, length and
clarity. The Herald does NOT
print libelous submissions.
6. Letters and commentaries
must be received by 7 p.m.
on Sunday and Wednesday.

DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT reﬂect those of Western Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.
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Civic organization
to get own space
By EMILY WADLEY
news@chherald.com

The Institute for Citizenship and Social Responsibility will have a home of its
own this semester, giving it a permanent
presence on Western’s campus.
The ICSR is an organization of administrators, faculty, students and staff committed to promoting civic involvement as
a way of achieving social change and the
common good, according to its Web site.
While there were two ICSR classes last
fall, this is the first semester the classes
will meet in their own room, ICSR codirector Paul Markham said.
Markham said the ICSR will officially
open in the Garrett Conference Center on
March 25.
Current classes are meeting in unused
classrooms in various buildings around
campus, he said.
The Board of Regents approved the
ICSR in April.
“We’re going back to the roots of public education, which was originally about
training citizens,” Markham said.
Western is the first campus to have an
ICSR, he said.
Markham said people often think they
can have a profession and volunteer in
their spare time, but he wants the ICSR to
“help people understand how they can use

SALARIES
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

their training to make a difference.”
Assistant women’s studies professor
Molly Kerby, who is teaching an ICSR
course called “Silent Spring 2010: Mountaintop Removal,” said she liked the idea
of teaching something she wouldn’t normally get the chance to talk about.
Kerby also teaches an ICSR course
called “Slow Food vs. Fast Food,” where
students will work directly with the Southern Kentucky Regional Farmers’ Market.
While these courses don’t count toward
credit for a major, Kerby said they can be
used for general elective credit.
She said an ICSR certificate may be
available in the future.
Mexico, Mo. junior Matt Vaughan is
in the “Grassroots Resistance in the 20th
and 21st Century” class, which focuses on
social movement and Washington reform,
according to the course syllabus.
Vaughan said the first half of the class
will look at past movements in Washington, and the second half will be spent campaigning and working with members of
Congress to update legislation on foreign
assistance that was written in the 1960s.
“The fact that the legislation is outdated and the ‘60s was a time of student
activism and social movement means
we can relate our movement on campus
to social justice movements of the past,”
Vaughan said.

Before the board voted, Faculty Regent Patricia Minter urged regents to
vote against Kahler’s raise.
The board voted 8-3 in favor of Kahler’s raise. Minter, Staff Regent James
Kennedy and Student Regent Kevin
Smiley voted against the raise.
Minter said the faculty and staff have
made their position very clear, and their
opinion hasn’t changed.
“Today’s vote was a slap in the face to
them,” Minter said Wednesday. “I think
the board has sent a very bad message.”
Smiley said he was disappointed with
how it turned out, but he thinks his vote
was cast in the right way.
“Money is tight, and I expect Western
to be reasonable about how it’s spent,”
he said.
Smiley said he thought Minter made
good points about morale being down,
and that because he, Minter and Kennedy were elected by the campus community, they were in a better place to
understand that.
“We’re a little bit more in sync with
what’s going on day to day,” Smiley
said.
Kahler declined to comment.
The contract approved for Selig at
Wednesday’s meeting didn’t include a

Pioneer cabin to house
bluegrass concert Sunday
By KATHERINE WADE
diversions@chherald.com

In 2004, the 75-year-old Pioneer Log
Cabin on campus was almost in ruins.
“It was a mess,” folk studies professor
Erika Brady said. “It needed either to be
fixed up or demolished.”
Brady said she saw a wonderful opportunity with the cabin, and she began the
Pioneer Cabin Concert Series.
“I thought that it was a perfect place
for very small concerts of acoustic music,” Brady said. “One of the things that
musicians love about it is that it’s a wonderful place to play. The acoustics are
beautiful.”
The Pioneer Cabin Concert Series is
an ongoing series through the Department
of Folk Studies and Anthropology. They
have done about 20 concerts during the
past six years.
The Pioneer Log Cabin was constructed
in the mid-1930s, according to Western’s
Web site, and it has housed faculty, staff,
international scholars and was once even
home to John Carpenter, writer and director of the horror movie “Halloween.”
The series’ next concert is Sunday
starting at 2 p.m., featuring Chris Jones,
a bluegrass singer and songwriter, and his
band, the Night Drivers.
Jones won the Broadcaster of the Year
and Song of the Year awards from the International Bluegrass Music Association
in 2007, Brady said.
She said she has admired Jones’ work

RECORD
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Fundraising officials said there are several reasons why people are donating to
Western, even with the tough economy.
Hiles said he believes administrators
have an ambitious agenda that resonates
with people, because they want to be part
of something successful.
Also, Hiles said Western has a loyal
alumni base who feel strongly about giving back to their alma mater.
Alumni are excited about the progress and share the same vision as administrators, said John Paul Blair, as-

5

—WOOD SELIG
Athletics Director

raise as it did in October.
But Selig will still get a raise of about
$34,000 through private donations made
to the WKU Foundation that are designated for athletics. The foundation approved the action in December.
Selig said he was grateful for the support that Ransdell and the board have
given him throughout his tenure.
“It’s unfortunate that there was such
controversy, but I understand how universities operate and don’t take any of it
personally,” Selig said.
The board also approved a contract
for new football Head Coach Willie Taggart. It pays him $225,000 annually for
four years with an option for a fifth.

Get
paid
to earn
an
MBA.

for a long time.
“He has a first-class band…always
very musically solid,” Brady said. “Chris
is a little unusual as a bluegrass musician.
He doesn’t have that high nasal tenor that
a lot of bluegrass singers have, he is actually baritone. His voice has a lot of depth.
It’s a very expressive voice, and very
pleasing to people who are not even into
bluegrass.”
Jon Weisberger, a songwriter and bassist in the Night Drivers, said he began
working with Jones in 2003.
“I’d been writing feature articles, reviews and liner notes, and I decided I
wanted to do less writing and more playing,” he said.
Because of the cabin’s small size, the
seating capacity is limited to 30 people,
and attendees have to reserve a seat before
the show. Each seat is $15. The next concert, with fingerstyle guitarist Pat Kirtley,
is planned for March 21.
Although they have mainly focused on
acoustic, fingerstyle and bluegrass music,
Brady said she would like to see the series
diversify.
“There are other things we could do, we
could move in the area of jazz, or I’d like
to have a good gospel ensemble,” she said.
Brady thinks people will have a wonderful time at the concert on Sunday.
“It’s very energized, great music, but
nobody does a sad, slow song better than
Chris,” she said. “I think it will represent
a very wide range of contemporary bluegrass.”
sistant vice president for Institutional
Advancement.
Smith said he thinks the economy is
starting to rebound again, leading people
to pick only a few organizations to donate
to but in larger amounts.
Many people are choosing higher education because of the long-term impact, he
said.
People feel like Western is a good investment, Blair said.
Even with their success in the past
six months, fundraising officials are focused on continuing talks with alumni and
friends to raise the more than $40 million
still needed for the fundraising campaign,
Blair said.

It’s unfortunate that
there was such controversy, but I understand how universities
operate and don’t take
any of it personally."

Introducing Louisville’s new 13-month Full-Time MBA Program,
which includes an 11-month paid internship. Apply now for fall
2010. Call us at 502-852-7257 or
e-mail us at mba@louisville.edu.

Fully accredited in business and accounting by the Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business. The University of Louisville is an equal opportunity institution.

Large 1 Topping Pizza

$7.99

WE ACCEPT
BIG RED DOLLARS!

Dorm & Academic Buildings ONLY!

(270) 782-0888

Expiration Feb. 23

1922 Russellville Rd

WELCOME BACK WKU STUDENTS!
1 Small 2 Topping Pizza
with 2 20oz Drinks
CHH

1 Medium 1 Topping
with breadsticks or cheesesticks

$11.99

$9.99
Expiration Feb. 23

Extra Large 3 Topping Pizza
Expiration Feb. 23

$11.99
CHH

Expiration Feb. 23

CHH
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Studio offers chance to bend away stress
Marquette said the studio offers
classes that cater to both benews@chherald.com
ginning and advanced levels as
About 20 people stretched well as gentle yoga and meditaacross multi-colored yoga mats tion classes for those looking for
during a basic yoga class on a more specialized session.
“We keep expanding and
Wednesday evening at YogaLOFT in Bowling Green, con- growing from when we first
torting their arms and legs to started,” she said. “We now offer
13 classes from different levels
mold their bodies
that people can drop
into shapes.
into whenever they
Posing like trees
feel like.”
and other objects in
YogaLOFT offers
nature is a regular
a $15 walk-in class
practice for the class
fee and a $72 basic
that gathers in a canfee membership, acdle-lit studio once a
YogaLOFT
cording to www.
week for meditation
Yoga Center
yogaloftonline.com.
and exercise.
Western
students
Y o g a L O F T , 416 11th Ave
get
a
20
percent
disyogaloftonline.com
416 11th Ave., was
count.
opened in Janu- Our Town is series that
Marquette
said
ary 2007 by Debbie highlights Bowling Green
Marquette, who had businesses that appeal to yoga is a valuable
practice for college
previously worked student interests.
students because of
at different yoga cenits relaxing and tranters in Nashville and Bowling
quil effects.
Green.
“I love seeing a shift in my
She said she opened the stustudents
from the beginning,”
dio because she thought the
community needed a yoga cen- she said. “There’s a mental shift
ter that allows people to work at as they become more relaxed and
centered people.”
their own pace.
Bowling Green junior KanThe studio on the second floor
of the old Allen Motor Company dace Hawley attended Marbuilding consists of two rooms quette’s yoga classes before she
with hardwood floors and a brick opened YogaLOFT and then began attending classes there after
wall interior.
By WHITNEY KOONTZ

our
TOWN

LANCE BOOTH/HERALD

“It is nice to relax and have a few quiet moments,” said Alison Emmert of Tompkinsville, as she prepared for a
session of yoga. “College students don’t get that often.” Emmert is currently attending sessions at the YogaLOFT
in downtown Bowling Green.

it opened during her freshman
year.
“It’s one hour that I get to
focus on myself and don’t have
to deal with school or work,”
Hawley said, as she took off her
shoes before entering the studio.
“It just gets rid of all the stress I
have in my life usually.”

She attends weekly basic
yoga classes taught by Bowling
Green resident Erica Jacknin.
Jacknin said she considers
yoga to be therapy for the mind
as well as a physical fitness regime.
“Obviously, yoga has its benefits with fitness and stress-re-

lief,” Jacknin said. “But yoga is
essentially a very spiritual practice without being a religious
one. It’s about understanding
and connecting with your authentic self.”
YogaLOFT’s schedule and
class descriptions are listed at
www.yogaloftonline.com.

Films address social issues Preview day focuses
By NOAH FREDERICK

on minority students

WKU Film Club series

diversions@chherald.com

From February to April, the WKU Film
Club will be screening a series called “David & David: Surrealism, Sex, and Sanity
in the Films of Lynch and Cronenberg.”
The films, created by filmmakers David Lynch and David Cronenberg, deal
with social and family issues and will be
screened at 6 p.m. on Mondays in Cherry
Hall, Room 125.
A Lynch film and a Cronenberg film
are paired based on subject matter for each
showing. For example, divorce is paired
with parenthood and homosexuality with
identity, alternating between Lynch and
Cronenberg.
Brandon Colvin, a Morehead senior
and Film Club president, said combining
the two filmmakers’ work made sense,
because they started making the films
at the same time and deal with the same
themes.
The films were also chosen because of
the themes they present, Colvin said.
“Their films are challenging in terms of
their content, style and tone, and I wanted
to showcase something provocative to
people who will be coming to the screenings,” Colvin said.
The Film Club hopes to expose more
people to the films of Lynch and Cronenberg with this series and create discussions about the films’ themes after they’re
screened, said Karen Schneider, Film Club
sponsor and English department head.
“Cronenberg and Lynch represent an
eccentric voice in American culture, and
their films are to some people somewhat
strange, so I don’t think they get as big

■ Divorce & Parenthood
Feb. 1 “Eraserhead” (1977), Lynch
Feb. 8 “The Brood” (1979), Cronenberg
■ Voyeurism & Masochism
Feb. 15 “Videodrome” (1983), Cronenberg
Feb. 22 “Blue Velvet” (1986), Lynch
■ Doppelgangers & Murder
March 1 “Dead Ringers” (1988), Cronenberg
March 15 “Lost Highway” (1997), Lynch
■ Appearance & Reality
March 22 “eXistenZ” (1999), Cronenberg
March 29 “Inland Empire” (2006),
Lynch
■ Homosexuality & Identity
April 12 “Naked Lunch” (1991), Cronenberg
April 19 “Mulholland Dr.” (2001), Lynch

By ANGELA OLIVER
diversions@chherald.com

an audience as they deserve,” Schneider
said. “This is an opportunity to see some
serious films and to think about them critically.”
Even with the serious themes the films
explore, Bowling Green sophomore and
Film Club vice president Stefan Meadows
assures they will be entertaining.
“Despite the heavy themes these movies tackle they are still just fun to watch,”
Meadows said. “For first time viewers it
will be a total mind explosion, in a good
way, and for people who have seen the
films it will be a chance for them to come
enjoy the company of people who appreciate the same films as they do.”

While many Hill dwellers are anticipating spring break away from school,
some high school students are anticipating their upcoming graduations — and
finally getting to Western.
Saturday, a few hundred hopefuls will
visit for Spring Preview Day for minority students.
The event, which takes place each fall
and spring semester, is focused on prospective African-American and Hispanic
students, giving them a closer look at academic and social opportunities on campus.
Preview Day is effective because information is presented to interested students
on a face-to-face level, Minority Recruitment Coordinator Kennina Porter said.
“It exposes them to our minority faculty and staff, all the organizations for
minorities and things of that nature,”
Porter said.
Sessions at the event include housing,
minority scholarships and options for academic assistance. The sessions, a keynote speech from Howard Bailey, vice
president of Student Affairs, and campus
tours will end in an exposition.
“This is the time students get to meet
professors and see the wide range of programs we have,” Porter said. “We want
them to know they’ll be comfortable and
have people to identify with.”
The Office of Diversity Programs and
ROTC are among those featured in the
exposition. But Porter said the social
programs and visibility of current stu-

We want them to
know they’ll be comfortable and have people to identify with."
—KENNINA PORTER
Minority recruitment
coordinator

dents is equally important.
Reginald Lane, a senior from Bradenton, Fla., and a Spirit Master, has been
a tour guide and panelist. His fraternity,
Alpha Phi Alpha, has also performed a
step routine at the event.
“It’s good for them to see positive African-American students and know they
can come achieve the same things,” Lane
said. “And the panel discussions allow
us to be real and honest with them.”
Lane said he enjoys helping with Preview Day.
“Sometimes they’re talkative and ask
questions; sometimes they’re shy,” he
said. “But I’m looking forward to having
a good time.”
Though Porter has only coordinated
Preview Day for one year, she said registration has increased from previous years,
and the growth will not stop there.
“I have plans to expand because it’s necessary,” she said. “Sometimes those students
just need that extra push.”

■ NEWS BRIEFS
Court approves
bonds for SKyPAC
The Southern Kentucky
Performing Arts Center received some financial help
on Jan. 22 when the Warren County Fiscal Court
approved the sale of bonds
for the project.
SKyPAC will be a performance venue with 1,800
seats. Officials plan to host
Broadway plays, full-scale
concerts and orchestras,
Project Director Mary Carpenter said.
Construction began in
Nov. 2009 and is expected
to finish in summer 2011.

The sale of $10 million
in bonds will begin on Feb.
3, and the bonds should be
sold within the next week,
she said.
Warren County will pay
back the bonds in the next
20 years with money raised
from an incremental hotel
room tax, which was created
in March 2008, Carpenter
said. There is a 2 percent tax
on each hotel room booked
within the county.
The bond sales will account for half of the $20
million-estimated cost of
the project.
Another $10 million in
bonds will be sold some-

time this summer to pay
the other half of the costs,
Carpenter said.
— Kristen Snyder

USPS conducts
efficiency study
About 200 Bowling
Green citizens came to a
public meeting on Jan. 14
at Greenwood High School
to express concerns about a
possible move for Bowling
Green mail processing.
The meeting was part of
a United States Postal Service Area Mail Processing
Study, which began in September. It will determine

if there’s a need for the
Bowling Green processing
facility on Scottsville Road
or if it would be more cost
effective to sort the mail in
Nashville.
About 21 Bowling
Green employees would
be affected by this move.
Some of those 21 employees would be transferred to other facilities,
while others would get
different jobs within the
facility, USPS Spokesman
David Walton said.
“We’d try to place them
elsewhere,” he said. “There’s
no guarantee that all 21
would be transferred.”

According to the study,
consolidation would not
affect mail delivery times
or service.
Consolidation would
save USPS about $1.9 million each year, according
to the study.
Walton said there’s no
telling what the USPS headquarters will do with the information in the study.
“We have no idea,” he
said. “We just suggest a
course of action in our
study findings, and headquarters reviews them and
decides when they have all
the information.”
—Billy Hicks

BE THE FIRST TO KNOW WHEN THE WEATHER INTERRUPTS
TRANSIT SCHEDULING OR INTERFERES WITH PARKING

JOIN PTS ON
FACEBOOK & TWITTER
FAST – ACCURATE - RIGHT WHEN YOU NEED TO KNOW
WWW.WKU.EDU/TRANSPORTATION
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SWIMMING & DIVING

TURN

Swim teams focusing on details
By JEREMY BROWN
sports@chherald.com

The men’s and women’s swimming and diving
teams are heading into Saturday’s dual meet against
Southern Illinois — their
only home meet left this
season — with a clear focus on details.
“They all make fun
of me and finish my sentence now I’ve yelled it so
much,” Head Coach Bruce
Marchionda said. “‘Pay attention to details!’”
As the regular season
draws to a conclusion,
there are only minor steps
that need tweaking for
each swimmer in preparation for the Sun Belt Conference Swimming and
Diving
Championships
Feb. 17-20, Marchionda
said. But he added it’s
those small things that are
most important to executing a solid race.
“Everything we do now

FAMILY
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Whether it be taping her
meets or calling to check
on her, Smith said she
misses the connection she
shared with her father.
“Me and my dad had
a very strong bond,” she
said. “He was my best
friend, and he pushed me
to succeed and supported

is very specific,” Marchionda said. “The things we’re
looking for are small details. Whether it be a start,
a turn, a finish, particular
breathing patterns or even
a race strategy for our distance swimmers.”
It’s been the small aspects of hard work that
have propelled the Lady
Toppers and Toppers to
their successes this season.
Both squads opened
the season in Atlanta, Ga.,
against Atlantic Coast Conference competitors Clemson, Georgia Tech and
Miami — a meet Western
traditionally swims midseason.
Though the men suffered two close losses and
the women walked away
with a victory, a tie and a
loss, Marchionda said the
intensity of the competition provided invaluable
preparation for the remainder of the season.

Since that season-opening meet, neither the Lady
Toppers nor the Toppers
have lost.
“This season’s going
pretty well,” junior fly
swimmer Chelsea Stephens said. “I think we’re
in a better place than we’ve
ever been.”
While the winning is
important to both squads,
Stephens said Saturday’s
meet will serve as a solid
preparatory tool for the
conference
championships.
“It’s going to be like rehearsal for the whole thing,
because what I’m swimming Saturday is probably
what I’ll swim at conference,” she said. “Every
meet is a good practice for
SBCs.”
Stephens provides versatility for the Lady Toppers, swimming the 100yard breaststroke, 100-yard
butterfly and 200-yard individual medley.

Like Stephens, senior
freestyler Sean Penhale
said he believes the men’s
team is well-positioned for
the remainder of the season.
“Team-wise, I think
we are in a really, really
good spot,” Penhale said.
“We’re swimming really
fast and have been training
really well.”
Marchionda also said
he is pleased with where
his squads are but stressed
that nothing is a sure thing
until the team fixes its
shortcomings.
“This meet will indicate things we need to
work on,” he said. “(The
meet) is extremely important not only from a
standpoint where anyone
can improve themselves
but also from a confidence
standpoint.”
Saturday’s meet against
Southern Illinois starts at 1
p.m. in the Powell Natatorium.

everything that I do.”
With those memories
fresh on her mind, Smith
said she’s working hard to
graduate next December.
She plans to move
back home to Huntsville,
Ala., after graduating
and possibly work with
computers or even coach
track.
Regardless of what
happens in her professional
life, Smith said she is

looking forward to being
able to spend time with her
niece, Joy, sharing some of
the same lessons her dad
instilled in her growing up.
“I basically try to treat
her like my dad treated
me,” she said. “I want
her to go down the right
path.”
Williams, who has
known Smith for twoand-a-half years, said she
knows how much of an

influence Smith is on her
niece.
“She plays a big part in
Joy’s life,” she said. “She
really looks up to her.”
Jenkins said he can
see that Smith has the
motivation to succeed,
summing
up
her
relationship with Dency
Smith in few words.
“She was a daddy’s
girl,” he said. “That’s just
it.”

Majority of student athletes
maintaining 3.0 GPA

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

COLUMN
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

But I will stand by
what I’ve said most of
the season — when the
Toppers are on, they’re
on. I think everyone would
agree that they have the
potential to make the
NCAA tournament — now
they just have to play to
that potential.
*****
Let’s stay on basketball
for another minute. Is Head
Coach Ken McDonald’s
seat warming? I wouldn’t

ARMANDO L. SANCHEZ/HERALD

Sophomore forward Keisha Mosley grabs a rebound over North Texas defenders during the
second half Wednesday. Mosley led Western in its 101-53 victory against the Mean Greenwith
20 points.

“Coach Cowles just
said that Senior Day will
be here before we know
it,” Rich said. “It’s crazy,
because I honestly feel like
the season just started.
“We have great fan support. A lot of my family
can come to games, which
means a lot to me, so I’m
looking forward to the next

few home games we have.”
All of the Lady Toppers have vowed to make
the most of the remaining
games before postseason
play.
But for now, sophomore
forward Keisha Mosley
said they have to continue
to bring the same fire that
they showed for 40 min-

utes against North Texas.
“Everybody came out
and did their part, and
we’ve got to continue to
do that, not just in different games,” she said.
“We’ve got to continue to
progress.”
Western next hosts New
Orleans at 1 p.m. Sunday
in Diddle.

go that far, but after the
program’s recent success,
the natives certainly grow
restless during slides
like the Toppers have
experienced lately.
Western fans have been
spoiled, and they don’t
take it too well when
teams aren’t living up to
expectations heading into
February. They measure
success
around
here
by NCAA tournament
appearances, and when
that’s in jeopardy, it doesn’t
go over well.
*****
Anyone else excited

about the thought of
Western playing Kentucky
in baseball at the Bowling
Green Ballpark? Even
though there’s nothing
quite like a crowd at
Denes Field that will
make a fire marshal go
crazy, playing this game
downtown will be a much
better move and much
more comfortable for the
fans.
*****
Now for the lighter
stuff: I’m taking the Saints
next Sunday over the
Colts. I also don’t think
the Kansas City Royals are

going to make the playoffs
in 2010.
*****
Finally, from the “Wanna
get away?” category,
Kentucky may have their
own merchandising and
marketing
department
to blame for their recent
defeat.
Kentucky’s
official
team shop was pre-selling
T-shirts to commemorate
the Wildcats’ return to
the No. 1 ranking. They
were set to be available on
Wednesday.
Cue the sad trombone
on that one.

Breaking
news.
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game
coverage.
Videos
& Photos.
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certain extent, Dickerson
said.
But as he’s learned this
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
season, that’s part of the
As McDonald strives college game. So is the
to get Western back to that pressure to win.
point, he said this year’s
“You sense it. You talk
team will turn the corner about it,” Dickerson said.
soon. But it started in a “But as long as we go out
loss to Southern Illinois and play like we should,
last Monday.
we’ll be fine.”
“We lost the game the
Western is in a similar
other night, but we made a spot as last season with no
big step in our confidence,” shot at an at-large bid to
McDonald said.
the NCAA tourna“I think the
ment. The Toppers
guys, first of
need to win the Sun
all, they’re back
Belt
Conference
on track underTournament for an
standing how
NCAA tournament
we’re going to
berth.
win the game.
Junior forward
We’re
going
Steffphon Pettigrew
to play harder,
said it will take a
we’re
going MCDONALD
similar comeback,
to play better
and it all starts with
defense,
and
defense.
we’re going to
“We’ve got to get
play together.”
back on track,” PetA meeting
tigrew said. “I think
with New Orour effort’s there.”
leans on SaturBut McDonald
day in Diddle
keeps up a steady
Arena marks the
reminder of the TopToppers’ eighth
pers’ secret weapon,
game in the last PETTIGREW
junior forward Ser17 days.
gio Kerusch.
“I look at this stretch,
Kerusch is the Topand I hate to come up pers’ third-leading scorer
with excuses on why we as well as a junior college
did certain things, but transfer with experience
I take a lot of blame for in two systems. His rethe preparation part,” Mc- turn could factor further
Donald said.
into Western’s turnaround,
Freshman guard Caden McDonald said.
Dickerson said now the
“If we can get going and
battle is on to block out get Serge back, I think we
negativity and avoid the could be in a really good
same press clippings that position to make a run,”
praised Western so much McDonald said. “I’m just
at the beginning of this confident enough to think
season.
we can win the rest of our
The road trips have basketball games.”
worn out the team to a

■ SPORTS BRIEF

LOSS
Senior guard Kenzie
Rich said the practicegame monotony of winter
break can create some cabin fever, and the players
can even become a little
sick of each other.
“The winter break is so
long,” she said. “All we
do is practice, and then we
go back to the hotel. Now
we’re getting used to …
going to class, then coming straight to practice, so
we’re trying to get back
into that routine.”
And it’s a routine that
Cowles hopes isn’t broken
by any more lapses in focus like the MTSU loss.
“We were just bad, especially defensively,” she said.
“We were bad at both ends
of the floor and just didn’t
have any carryover from
preparation to game time.”
But with school in session and the number of
regular season games left
dwindling, many of the
players, including Rich,
can see the light at the end
of the tunnel.
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BIG EAT TINY PRICE MENU
ITEMS STARTING AT BA?L(

$5 Stuﬀed Pizza Rollers • $5 Personal PANormous
$5.99 P’Zone • $5.99 Medium 1 Topping Pizza Mia
Dine-In • Carryout • Delivery
J84668CG
5<:E875H6>F 2631 Scottsville Rd • 782-9056
BE78EBA?<A8

c\mmT[hg!Vb`

Carryout • Delivery

1200 Smallhouse Rd • 781-9898
Delivery Available with $8 Minimum Purchase

More than half of Western’s student athletes were
good for B’s or better during the fall 2009 semester.
According to a university release, 213 of the 412 Topper student athletes (52 percent) are maintaining a 3.0 grade
point average and 47 of those sport a 4.0 cumulative GPA.
In addition, the release said at least one member
from each of Western’s 19 sports teams has a member
with a 3.5 or better GPA.
The numbers were good enough to make 101 student
athletes eligible for the Sun Belt Conference Honors
list announced at the end of the 2009-2010 academic
year, and 112 are eligible for the Sun Belt Conference
Commissioner’s list.
The average GPA for all Western student athletes
after the fall semester was 2.93.
Since Athletics Director Wood Selig was named to
his position in 1999, 85 percent of Western’s four-year
student athletes have graduated.
—Jonathan Lintner

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD CLASSIFIEDS
270-745-2653

Alex Marks:Classiﬁeds Manager

For Rent

Help Wanted

Retail/Commercial Space
Clerk position answering phone
Available 1035 Broadway Ave.
and general ofﬁce duties at local
Contact Mike Simpson at
law ﬁrm. Send resume to Debra
Broz 1705 Ashley Circle
Chandler Property Management
BG 42104 or
for details
dbroz@bellsouth.net
••••••••••••••••••••
* Ideal for Consignment Shop*
270-782-8282
••••••••••••••••••••
PT sales Georgia-based national
marketing ﬁrm looking for
8 blocks from WKU 2 br house
$450/mo. plus deposit & utilities aggressive t-shirt sales reps for
the campus and Greek community.
796-7949
••••••••••••••••••••
Multiple positions available.
Large 3 br. apartment close to
Excellent part-time opportunity with
campus. $480 plus deposit and guaranteed base. Email resume to
utilities need references
rick@southlandgraphics.com
••••••••••••••••••••
••••••••••••••••••••
call
846-2358 until 9 pm.
Kentucky Downs is seeking
139 Pebble Court Spacious 2 br. 2
experienced exuberant wait staff
1/2 bath townhome $495/mo
in our Winning Colors Bar and
1st
mo. rent free 781-7888
••••••••••••••••••••
Grill. Please apply in person,
Large 1br, 1 bath apartment at
dressed to impress, with Chef
Jackson’s Landing, 1013 Shive
Scott Fri-Sun between 11am and
Lane; elect F.P. outside storage,
4pm or call (270) 586-7778 ext.
w/d hook-up, $499/mo 1st mo.
224 for more info.
rent free 781-7888
Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use
caution when answering ads, especially when asked to send money
or provide credit card information The College Heights Herald is not
responsible for the content or validity of these paid classiﬁed ads.

PROUD

WHY PAY MORE MENU

J>H

79¢ 89¢

TO SUPPORT

99¢

EVERYDAY ITEMS ONLY

OR

OR

2628 Scottsville Rd.
and 1162 W. 31 Bypass
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MEN'S BASKETBALL

COVERAGE OF LAST
NIGHT'S GAME
AGAINST NORTH
TEXAS

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

Toppers trying
to get season
back on track
By JONATHAN LINTNER
sports@chherald.com

Western had hoped to play closer to the University of Texas’ level on the hardwood entering this
season, so former Longhorn’s assistant and current Toppers Head Coach Ken McDonald recently
sought some advice from his old boss.
McDonald said he called Texas coach Rick
Barnes after the Longhorns took over the nation’s
No. 1 spot last week but followed with two straight
losses.
Barnes’ message was that Texas was going to
“get back to the basics,” the same as Western did
this time last year, McDonald said.
Those Toppers scrapped for every point, battled
for every rebound and made the most of what they
had to overcome a 13-7 record at the end of January to win the Sun Belt Conference Tournament.
SEE TURN, PAGE 7

COLUMN

ARMANDO L. SANCHEZ/HERALD

A brain full
of thoughts
Since I didn’t have one specific thought that
I could really build on for this column and I had
quite a few random thoughts, I decided to spill all
that was on my mind as we head in to February.
It’s good to see that Head Coach Willie Taggart’s contract was approved by the Board of Regents on Wednesday.
Now he can work on
getting all the “Jimmies and the Joes” to
Western. Taggart’s first
recruiting class to be
signed next week will
be relatively small, but
there’s no doubt that
this rebuilding starts
with the players alANDREW ROBINSON
ready on the field.
Back Page Banter
*****
Did former men’s sports@chherald.com
basketball coach and
alum Darrin Horn earn a spot in Western’s Hall
of Distinguished Alumni when he coached South
Carolina to an upset of No. 1 ranked Kentucky on
Tuesday night? Probably not with that one victory,
but I think one day you’ll see Horn in there.
******
Speaking of basketball, the return of junior forward Sergio Kerusch to the Toppers' rotation next
week could be the spark Western needs as it heads
down the stretch in need of a serious morale boost.
This team is too up and down to say whether or not
it’s going to make the NCAA tournament.

North Texas junior guard Niq’ky Hughes and Western sophomore forward Vanessa Obafemi dive for the ball before it goes out of
bounds during the second half Wednesday.

Turning the tide
Lady Toppers ready to put record-book loss behind them
By ZACH GREENWELL | sports@chherald.com

The Lady Toppers are
proving they can rebound in
more ways than one.
Sure, they average two
more boards per game than
their opponents.
But they’re also showing
that they can shake off their
worst home loss in years with
style.
After taking an 88-63
shellacking at the hands of
Middle Tennessee in Diddle
Arena Sunday, Western (128, 6-3 Sun Belt Conference)
bounced back with a 10153 win over North Texas
Wednesday night.
So how did the Lady Toppers go from their worst loss
in Diddle under Head Coach

Mary Taylor Cowles to their
second-largest home win in a
matter of four days?
Cowles said it comes
down to playing 100 percent
at all times.
“Monday’s practice was
incredible,” she said. “They
were so focused. They were
very high energy, and that
right there set the tone for
what they were able to do (on
Wednesday).”
After what Cowles called
a “disgusting loss” against
Middle Tennessee, Western
dogged North Texas from the
tip, forcing the Mean Green
to commit 31 turnovers and
shoot 55.2 percent for the
game.

Senior forward Arnika
Brown said the biggest factor for the opposite outcomes
was a difference in determination.
“We pretty much knew
Sunday wasn’t what we expected,” Brown said. “Sure,
we knew what we wanted
(Wednesday), and we just
came out and played from
the tip. It wasn’t anything
special. We just came out and
played.”
One thing Cowles said
she thinks may be helping
the team’s refocused efforts
is the beginning of the spring
school semester.
SEE LOSS, PAGE 7

SEE COLUMN, PAGE 7

TRACK & FIELD

Smith's second family aids loss in ﬁrst
By M. BLAKE HARRISON
sports@chherald.com

ARIANA MCLAUGHLIN/HERALD

Senior Samantha Smith warms up by doing stretches and sprints during practice Tuesday.
After Smith’s father passed away last year, she said she feels it’s necessary to come back to
Western for the team.

CONTACT: NEWS 270.745.6011

After her father passed away, senior
sprinter Samantha Smith found motivation to push herself through her last three
semesters of college as a student-athlete
— but only after struggling with the idea
of being hours away from her home and
family.
Dency Smith, 53, died of a “massive”
heart attack last July, putting into question
why Smith would leave the rest of her
family in Alabama behind.
“I didn’t want to go to school at all,”
she said. “I just wanted to stay at home because I knew my mom was having a hard
time with it, too.”
Back at Western, though, Smith said
she knew she had a team that needed her
as much as she needed them — much like

a family.
Senior sprinters Miaie Williams and
Kellie Morrison continue to support her,
as does the rest of the team.
“I really appreciate them,” Smith said.
“I’m blessed to have teammates like
them.”
According to Smith, her dad took the
time to get to know as many of her teammates as possible.
“That was one of his priorities,” she said.
Head Coach Erik Jenkins remembers
Dency Smith as a proactive father from
the start.
“He was very proud of the fact that she
was a Hilltopper and was very supportive
of not only her but her teammates,” Jenkins said. “I say this with all enthusiasm
— he was a Western Kentucky dad.”
SEE FAMILY, PAGE 7
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